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C O M M U N I T Y

A New Frontier
BY: E MILY ROBINSON

Imagine riding in a Conestoga wagon 
on	the	Oregon	Trail,	living	the	adven-
tures	and	hardships	of	brave	pioneers	

who	risked	their	families,	their	finances	
and their futures in the hopes of striking 
it rich in the Wild West. 

A small taste of what that unique time 
in	American	history	may	have	been	like	
is coming to life at the Orr Family Farm, 
14400 S Western, in Oklahoma City. 

Known	 for	 its	 outdoor	 activities,	 barn-
yard animals and more, the Orr Family 
Farm is adding Conestoga wagons to its 
extensive	 list	of	 family-friendly	 fun,	al-
lowing	visitors	 to	camp	a	 little	 like	 the	
pioneers of the Oregon Trail.

These iconic wagons and their small-
er, more commonly used counterparts 
known as “prairie schooners” were 
used to blaze the trail to the American 
West. These simple wooden farm wag-
ons earned their nautical nickname from 
the	canvas	coverings	 that	 looked	 like	a	
ship’s	sails	blowing	in	the	wind	as	they	
were	spurred	on	into	the	vast	frontier.

Orr Family Farm founder Glenn Orr had 
seen these camping wagons, mostly in 
mountainous areas in the United States.

“I thought this is something people 
would really enjoy,” said Orr, who ex-

pects interest from families, large groups 
and	even	scouting	troops.	

While these historically inspired wagons 
may remind campers a little bit about 
life	 in	a	simpler	 time,	visitors	won’t	be	
too far from the modern world. Wagons 
come fully stocked with modern ameni-
ties like heat and air conditioning, bat-
tery-powered lanterns and deluxe mat-
tresses that are the same quality as those 
used at luxury hotels, Orr said. 

The wagons are the only ones in North 
America with heat and air conditioning, 
and a state-of-the art swim spa is also 
part of the “camping” experience. 

He	said	the	farm	has	recovered	from	the	
devasting	2013	Moore	tornado,	and	he’s	
glad to be adding another attraction for 
families. The surrounding community 
showed	a	great	deal	of	love	and	concern	
for the farm.

“Until a catastrophe like that happens, 
you	have	no	 idea	 how	much	 the	 com-
munity	values	you,”	he	said.

Packages	are	available	for	groups,	large	
and small. The basic wagon package 
comes with clean port-a-potties, char-
coal	grills,	picnic	tables,	fire	pits	and	ac-
cess	 to	 the	 farm	activities.	 	Visitors	can	
even	 pitch	 their	 own	 tents	 within	 the	

Orr Family Farm Adds Oregon Trail Camping Experience



campground.  But for those who prefer 
to camp in style and comfort, self-pro-
claimed	 “glamping”	 options	 are	 every	
camping	 diva’s	 dream.	 These	 high-
er-end	wagons	even	come	with	a	refrig-
erator,	 microwave,	 private	 bathroom	
and tile shower.  

While	 visitors	 can’t	 experience	 the	
bumpy ride of an oxen-pulled wagon 
under	the	unforgiving	sun	like	the	true	
pioneers,	the	Orr	Family	Farm’s	version	
of the Oregon Trial may be a little more 
fun and a lot more relaxing.– 19SM 
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C O M M U N I T Y BY: CATHERINE POSLUSNY

The Korean War memory that has 
stuck	 in	 Robert	 Dahl’s	 mind	 for	
nearly 70 years was his experience in 

the	Battle	of	the	Chosin	Reservoir	in	No-
vember	1950.

The	 Chinese	 had	 sent	 120,000	 troops	 to	
drive	 the	 United	 Nations	 forces	 out	 of	
North Korea. Both sides suffered tremen-
dous	 losses,	 and	 the	 severely	 outnum-
bered United Nations forces were initial-
ly	surrounded,	but	eventually	broke	free	
and	withdrew	to	relative	safety.

The losses experienced during that battle 
are	 something	 that	Dahl	has	never	been	
able to shake, and something that he 
wouldn’t	wish	on	anyone.	Out	of	 the	52	
men in his platoon, Dahl was one of only 
four	that	survived.

He considers himself fortunate for escap-
ing with only one bullet wound in his 
arm,	which	he	 received	on	 the	day	after	
his 18th birthday.

Dahl was only 17 when he decided to 
join the military. He was bright eyed and 
ready	for	an	adventure	and	signed	on	ex-
pecting	to	serve	in	Japan,	a	place	he	had	
only dreamed of going.

Dahl quickly found that military life was 
nothing like he had experienced, and he 
enjoyed	it	very	much.	

The U.S. Army made it possible for Dahl 
to get out of his hometown of Chicago 
and	see	the	world.	He	was	sent	to	Japan,	
as planned, and he was completely enam-
ored with it. Unfortunately, after only a 
few	short	months	in	Japan,	Dahl	was	sent	
to	fight	in	Korea.

During	the	13	months	that	he	spent	in	Ko-
rea,	Dahl	was	in	a	heavy	mortar	company,	
where he started out as an ammo bearer. 
He	 then	 served	 as	 a	 gunner	 and	 then	 a	
forward	observer.	

“A	forward	observer	is	a	very	hazardous	job	
because	you’re	up	close,	looking	right	at	the	
enemy,” Dahl said. “After about eight and a 
half months, I had had enough.” 

Dahl’s	 job	 change	 request	 was	 granted,	

and	he	 served	 as	 the	 Jeep	driver	 for	his	
platoon leader for the remainder of his 
time in Korea.

After returning to the United States, the 
corporal spent another year at Camp Rob-
erts in California, training new recruits 
how to use mortars, a responsibility that 
he	didn’t	take	lightly.	

“I was eager to get up in the morning and 
go	to	work	every	day.	I	enjoyed	that	posi-
tion	 enormously,	 and	 I	was	very	 consci-
entious about it. I knew that what I was 
teaching could mean the difference be-
tween someone coming home from their 
tour	or	not.		I	really	valued	the	chance	to	
talk to people and share with them the 
knowledge	that	I’ve	acquired.”

After being honorably discharged, it took 
Dahl	a	while	to	adjust	to	civilian	life.	He	
started apprenticing as a tool and die 
maker,	 but	 it	 wasn’t	 until	 he	 got	 a	 job	
as	a	police	officer	 in	Barrington,	 Indiana	
that Dahl felt he had truly found his call-
ing. He retired from the police force after 
more	than	20	years	of	service.

Dahl	 moved	 to	 Oklahoma	 in	 2000	 with	
his	wife	of	29	years,	Elaine.	Dahl	has	been	
involved	 with	 the	 Norman	 Veteran’s	
Center	 for	 about	 five	 years,	 and	 he	 has	
felt fortunate for the many opportunities 
it has allowed him to connect with other 
veterans.	– 19SM 

North Korea Memory Still 
Haunts Corporal

From Korea to Norman
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Big Announcement
BY: STEVE MARSHALL

The	2018	large	class	co-ed	cheer	state	
champion	is….	the	Westmoore	Jag-
uars!”

With that declaration from the public 
address system, the Westmoore co-ed 
cheer squad ended a 17-year drought 
and were named the state champions 
for	2018.
“The emotions were high, the kids were 
nervous,	 and	 they	were	 excited,”	 said	
co-sponsor Mallory Rigsby. 
“When you go out there on the mat during 
the awards presentation, that is the most 
nerve-wracking	part.		Sometimes,	you’re	
expecting your school name and some-
times	you’re	not,”	she	said.
“That little pause, when they announce, 
‘Your	 State	 Champions	 for	 2018	 is…’,	
makes time seem to stand still,” Rigsby 
said.  “This year, when they said, ‘West-
moore	High	School,’	I’m	pretty	sure	all	
of our kids freaked out.”
“They	were	so	excited.	The	tears	flowed,	
so many happy tears,” she said. “With 
Westmoore not winning state for so long, 
it was such a great accomplishment for 
this team to bring the state title back to 
the west side and to Westmoore.”
Rigsby was a cheerleader herself at 
Westmoore,	 from	2005-2008.	 Eventual-
ly, she went into teaching and became 
one of the assistant sponsors of the 
Westmoore team, and that led to her be-
ing	one	of	the	team’s	co-sponsors,	along	
with	Natalie	Mayfield,	who	 is	a	 coun-
selor at Westmoore.
“I’ve	been	involved	with	cheer	my	whole	

life,”	Rigsby	said.	“So,	it’s	pretty	exciting	
to come back to my old high school and 
be part of the cheer program again. I was 
not fortunate enough to win state when I 
was a cheerleader, but to watch my ath-
letes win something that is so hard to do 
was incredibly rewarding.”
Westmoore	 had	 become	 a	 regular	 fix-
ture at the state cheerleading champi-
onship	 presentation,	 winning	 in	 1992,	
1993	1995	and	2001,	before	finally	win-
ning again in September.
“State was full of emotion,” she said. 
“The kids had been working all sum-
mer long to get to this point.”
“State	is	extremely	tough.	It’s	two	min-
utes	 of	 full	 routine.	 You	 have	 to	 yell,	
perform,	 stunt,	 tumble	 and	 jump.	 It’s	
very	tiring,	intense,	pressure-filled	and	
nerve-wracking.”
There were a lot of different ingredients 
that went into making this team so spe-
cial	and	eventual	state	champions.	
Talent was the biggest part, Rigsby said, 
along	with	amazing	work	ethic.	Every	
day, they wanted to work hard and get 
better. Another key factor was their out-
side	coach	Jenni	Hawkins,	who	was	the	
choreographer and trainer. 
“We call her the Cheer Goddess.”
The team was led by four seniors, in-
cluding Gabby Durao, Chloe Kirkland, 
Ellie	Walker	 and	Olivia	Williams.	But,	
the baton has now been passed to some 
talented underclassmen who will try to 
go back-to-back next year. – 19SM 

Westmoore Co-Ed Cheer Squad Breaks Drought, Wins State
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Breaking Through
BY: STEVE MARSHALL

Long considered one of the top soft-
ball programs in the state, the West-
moore	 Lady	 Jags	 finally	 claimed	

their	 first	 fast-pitch	 title	 as	 they	 came	
from	behind	to	beat	Edmond	North	8-4	
in the championship game in October.
Earlier	 this	 year,	 the	 Westmoore	 girls	
won their 11th slow-pitch title and had 
been	 the	 fast-pitch	 runner	 up	 in	 2007	
and	 2008.	 But,	 until	 this	 season,	 they	
had	never	won	a	fast-pitch	title.
It was not an easy path. They had to 
come from behind three different times 
to	 advance,	 including	 the	 title	 game	
where	they	trailed	3-2	in	the	fifth	inning.
Westmoore junior Kailey Gamble was 
the hitting star with a pair of two-run 
doubles in the title game, helping lead 
the	team	to	the	championship	and	a	fi-
nal	record	of	32-5.

Jenny	Rollins	is	in	her	10th	year	as	the	
head coach and was on the staff during 
those runner-up years. She said it was 
great	to	finally	bring	home	the	title.
“Now	 that	 we	 have	 finally	 broken	
through,	we’re	hoping	that	making	it	to	
the title game and winning the title game 
becomes an expectation,” said Rollins.
One	of	the	keys	to	success	was	the	team’s	
willingness to focus on their weaknesses. 
This team worked so hard, Rollins said. 
When they got to the end of the season, 
the early scouting reports that teams 
had on them no longer applied.
Rollins also credited the rest of the 
coaching staff, Hillary Price, Patrick 
McKay	and	Shayla	Lucas	for	sacrificing	
late nights and time away from their 
families	to	finally	put	the	Lady	Jaguars	
over	the	top. – 19SM 

Westmoore Fast-Pitch Wins Their First State Title
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Santa Affect
BY: CHIP MINT Y

Cancer is a hideous disease that kills, 
maims and destroys, so when Ger-
ald	Carney	 received	 his	 diagnosis	

in	2010,	he	knew	he	was	in	for	the	fight	
of his life.
What	 he	 didn’t	 know	 was	 that	 he	
would emerge on the other side as San-
ta Clause.
“It just touches my heart to help chil-
dren who are sick by putting smiles on 
their faces,” he said.
The south Oklahoma City resident has 
always enjoyed spending time with 
children. He was working with them 
every	day	as	a	crossing	guard	at	Briar-
wood	Elementary	School	in	the	Moore	
School District when he was diagnosed 
with tongue and thyroid cancer. 
Through	 the	 course	of	fighting	off	 the	
disease, he said his bond with children 
strengthened	even	more.
Now,	 his	 holiday	 season	 is	 filed	 with	
Christmas	parties	and	events	through-
out the Oklahoma City area and as far 
away as Lawton, Chickasha and Shaw-
nee. He wears a Santa costume and 
brings children gifts of candy canes and 
coloring books, and he tells them not to 
be naughty. 
The	62-year-old	said	it	all	started	with	
a	 beard	 he	 grew	 to	 cover	 the	 scarring	
and other damage caused by cancer 
surgery. The beard grew in white, and 
people commented that he looked just 

like Santa Clause. That led to a call from 
Children’s	Hospital	 in	Oklahoma	City	
and a request for him to attend their 
annual	Christmas	party	as	Santa.	He’s	
been	going	back	every	year,	and	he	has	
branched out to other parties and pri-
vate	gatherings.
This	year’s	holiday	season	hasn’t	even	
started	 yet,	 but	 he’s	 already	 booking	
dates in December. He gets a lot of 
requests this time of year and can be 
reached	at	401-2185	or	through	email	at	
g_man_7@sbcglobal.net.
The cancer left Carney partially dis-
abled with limited use of his right arm, 
but	 he’s	 still	 employed	 as	 a	 crossing	
guard	at	Briarwood,	at	14901	S	Hudson.	
He	shows	up	every	day	before	and	af-
ter	school	to	help	30	to	50	kids	cross	the	
rolling	river	of	traffic	that	flows	past	the	
school	on	S	149th	Street.	
Carney	 lives	 a	 few	 blocks	 away	 from	
Briarwood and sent his own children 
to	the	school.	He’s	worked	at	the	school	
crossing	 for	 12	 years	 and	 is	 dedicated	
to safety. He tries to get to his post a lit-
tle before time, so he can help the early 
birds cross the street in time for break-
fast in the school cafeteria.
“I’ve	 had	 so	 many	 children	 that	 just	
stole	 my	 heart.	 I	 can’t	 see	 those	 kids	
being	there,	trying	to	cross	149th	with-
out me being there. Those children just 
mean	 a	 lot	 to	 me,”	 he	 said.	 “I	 don’t	
know	 if	 you’ve	 ever	 driven	 on	 149th	

Cancer Fight Deepens Crossing Guard’s Love for Children
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24  | November 2018

in	 the	 morning,	 but	 they	 drive	 fast	
through there, and it scares me.”  
He said his bond with the children has 
grown. Carney tried to keep working 
at the crossing while he was under-
going chemo therapy and radiation 
treatments, but rapid weight loss led to 
weakness and he ultimately collapsed 
one day at his crossing guard post. He 
said he had to take a break for about a 
month until he got his strength back. 
Children sent him hand-made get-well 
cards and parents held a fundraiser.
“They	gathered	$2,000	to	help	keep	my	
family going while I was out,” he said. 
“That’s	what	touched	my	heart.”
Now cancer free, Carney remains ded-
icated	to	children’s	safety,	and	he’s	not	
opposed to taking matters into his own 
hands	when	there’s	a	need.	High	weeds	
from	 heavy	 rains	 had	 obstructed	 visi-
bility at the street crossing this summer, 
so Carney asked for a municipal crew 
to mow the weeds before school started 
in late August.
He	said	the	weeds	were	more	than	five-
feet tall, high enough to obscure him 
and	the	children	from	the	view	of	driv-
ers	on	the	road.	Eventually,	he	got	tired	
of waiting and attempted to cut the 
weeds with a trimmer from his house. 
His home trimmer was not adequate, so 
he	spent	$350	of	his	own	money	to	buy	
a	field	 trimmer	 that	was	stout	enough	
to clear enough of the area to ensure the 
safety of his kids.

He	says	he’ll	keep	the	trimmer	and	use	
it from time to time to ensure the weeds 
remain manageable.
“Mr. Carney is an important part of this 
school,”	 said	Briarwood	Principal	Val-
erie	 Singleton.	 “He	 very	 dependable,	
and	he’s	 the	 type	 of	 person	you	want	
to be out there, helping kids across that 
busy street.
“He’s	always	been	helpful,	and	he	takes	
a	personal	interest.	It’s	not	just	a	job	to	
him.	It’s	his	passion	to	make	sure	these	
kids	are	safe	every	day.”
If	a	child	doesn’t	show	up	at	his	cross-
walk	for	several	days	in	a	row,	Carney	
notices,	Singleton	said.	He’ll	ask	about	
them.
“He takes a personal interest,” she said. 
“Great guy.”– 19SM –

 19SM 

The PTA at Briarwood helped organize a 
fundraiser so students could share their ap-
preciation for Carney 
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Meeting Needs
BY: SHARL A BARDIN

Students	aren’t	the	only	groups	who	
convene	 at	 Moore	 Norman	 Tech-
nology Center.

The Franklin Road and South Penn 
campuses also offer meeting spaces for 
businesses,	associations,	nonprofits	and	
other organizations. 
“We	have	a	lot	of	flexibility	and	a	lot	of	
options to offer,” said Amy Knowles, 
event	planner	at	the	South	Penn	campus.
Penny	 Cramer,	 event	 planner	 at	 the	
Franklin Road campus, said the prices, 
location and atmosphere also make the 
technology	center	an	attractive	site	 for	
organizations or companies looking for 
a meeting or conference space.  
“We	have	a	great	value	here,”	Cramer	
said.	“This	is	a	great	tool	to	take	advan-
tage	of,	 and	we	have	great	hospitality	
here.”
Knowles and Cramer said both locations 
feature	a	variety	of	rooms.	There	is	space	
for small groups as well as space for 
larger	groups.	There’s	also	flexibility	on	
dividing	rooms	for	break-out	sessions.
Another	 benefit	 for	 organizations	 is	
that all pricing includes room set-up, 
screens, projectors, marker boards, 
house sound and Wi-Fi.
On-site	 catering	 services	 are	 available	
at both campuses, as well as a deli at the 
South Penn campus and a cafeteria at 
the Franklin Road center. Another perk 
is plenty of parking at both locations.
At the Franklin Road campus, Cramer 
has	seven	conference	rooms	that	range	
in size from a board room setting for 
eight	 people,	 to	 the	 newly	 renovated	
Straughan Center auditorium that can 
accommodate	300	people.
She	also	said	competitive	rates	are	an-
other	 benefit	 to	 hosting	 meetings	 or	
events	at	the	technology	center.
For example, the board room for eight 
people	rents	for	$90	on	weekdays,	and	
the	Straughan	Seminar	Center	is	$450	a	
day during the week.

At the South Penn campus, rooms are 
available	that	can	serve	anywhere	from	
six people to a conference center that can 
seat	320	people	in	a	banquet-style	setup,	
Knowles said. The costs for renting the 
board	 room	 is	$75	on	weekdays,	while	
the	fee	for	the	conference	center	is	$725.
The South Penn campus features nine 
rooms that can be used for meetings 
or conferences. The campus also has 
a	 Business	Center	 available	 during	 an	
event	so	visitors	have	access	to	supplies	
and a copier, if needed. 
Another	advantage	to	companies	is	that	
they work with Knowles and Cramer as 
their main contacts throughout the pro-
cess.
The two said many of their clients come 
from	 repeat	 visitors,	 referrals	 or	word	
of mouth.
Knowles and Cramer said hosting con-
ferences and meetings at the technolo-
gy center can also raise more awareness 
of	other	services	 including	classes	and	
training opportunities the center offers.
“It does expose a lot of people to not 
only Moore Norman Technology Cen-
ter but what technology centers are 
across the state,” Knowles said.
Cramer said offering meeting and con-
ference spaces at the campuses is a way 
to	 provide	 additional	 services	 to	 the	
community.
“We appreciate our taxpayers for fund-
ing us,” Cramer said. “One way we can 
pay	them	back	is	to	have	you	come	out	
for a conference and let us take care of 
you.”– 19SM 

Technology Center Offers Event Space 
for Business, Community Conferences
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BY: ROXANNE AVERY

Christmas is a magical time of year 
with Santa, toys, trees, tinsel and 
holiday wishes that come true. 

But, imagine what Christmas is like for 
a	 child	 who	 is	 fighting	 cancer.	 Now,	
imagine the joy that child might feel as 
she	listens	to	the	rumble	of	Santa’s	ap-
proach	with	more	than	300	motorcycles	
by his side. 
On	Sunday,	Dec.	9,	the	Toby	Keith	Foun-
dation OK Kids Korral Toy Ride will 
leave	 the	 Fort	 Thunder	 Harley	 David-
son motorcycle shop in Moore as a cad-
re	of	cancer	survivors	see	them	off.	Led	
by Santa himself, the riders from across 
Oklahoma and Texas will make the hol-
idays	 a	 little	 brighter	 as	 they	 deliver	
Christmas presents to sick children. 
Ride coordinator Timmy Smith became 
involved	 in	 the	 program	 15	 years	 ago	
when he helped put Christmas lights 
on the houses of young cancer patients 
through the Bob Stoops Championship 
Foundation.
“Then, one day my buddy and I said we 
should	 get	 the	 motorcyclists	 involved.	
The	first	year,	we	had	eight	or	nine	motor-
cycles	and	now	we	have	over	360	show	
up	for	this	event,”	he	said.	
This	will	be	the	first	year	that	all	of	the	
funds will go directly to the OK Kids 
Korral, a cost-free home for children 
battling cancer. 
“We stopped at the OK Kids Korral for 
the	 last	 seven	 or	 eight	 years,	 and	 we	
passed a hat around for donations.  But 

this year, we are focusing our efforts on 
making	a	bigger	impact	on	Oklahoma’s	
home for kids with cancer,” Smith said.  
Everything	ends	with	an	after	party	at	
Hollywood	Corners	where	raffle	tickets	
will be sold for prizes, and there will be 
an auction for memorabilia, such as a 
University	of	Oklahoma	football	helmet	
and a football signed by OU head coach 
Lincoln Riley and former head coaches 
Bob Stoops and Barry Switzer. A guitar 
signed by Toby Keith and many other 
items also will be part of the auction.
The mission of The Toby Keith Founda-
tion is to encourage the health and hap-
piness of pediatric cancer patients and 
to support the OK Kids Korral, which 
provides	a	convenient	and	comfortable	
home for pediatric cancer patients re-
ceiving	treatment	in	Oklahoma	City.	
According to the Toby Keith Founda-
tion website, “There is no greater gift 
than keeping families strong and to-
gether	during	a	difficult	time.	If	we	can	
alleviate	 stress	 on	 a	 family,	 encourage	
a brother or sister and comfort a sick 
child, then we will make a difference in 
the	fight	against	cancer.”		
Beginning	Nov.	1,	unwrapped	toys	can	be	
donated	at	Fort	Thunder	Harley	David-
son,	at	500	SW	11th	St.	in	Moore.	Tax-de-
ductible donations can be made by check 
to the OK Kids Korral. 
Those interested in participating in the 
ride	can	find	more	details	at	www.face-
book.com/OKKToyRide/.– 19SM 

Toy Ride Brightens Christmas for Children Fighting Cancer
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THE MOORE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE WOULD 
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Emily Avery, Frankfurt-Short-Bruza Associates, P.C. 
Katie Dowden, Moore Norman Technology Center 

Jordan Evans, The Evans Agency 
David Foster, Earlywine YMCA 

Jessica Givens, Moore Public Library 
Stephanie Keller, Eide Bailly, LLP 

Todd Lance, Edward Jones 
Catherine Landeros, First United Bank 

Jeffrey Moody, Absolute Data Shredding 
Monica Paris, Valliance Bank 

Dawnita Pierce, Julia Chew State Farm 
Jennifer Seals, Brown O'Haver 

Elizabeth Shumate, Norman Regional Health System 
Rylee Sivertsen, Pearson Public Affairs 

Zachariah Swift, Oklahoma House of Representatives 
Jeremy Thomas, Oklahoma City Community College 

Kayla Vaughn, Universal Insurance 
Angie Williams, Legend Senior Living

Members of Leadership Moore are business/professional people who hold 
leadership positions within their companies or organizations. 

Additionally, they have demonstrated a concern for community issues 
and volunteered their time with service and professional organizations.  

 
The Leadership Moore year begins in October and concludes in April. 

Members meet every month for briefings, tours, seminars, and hands-on 
learning. In addition, the class participates in an Alumni Social in 

October. 
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S P O RT S BY: CHRIS PL ANK

Marquise	Brown’s	 introduction	 to	
football was different than most. 
It simply started with a costume. 

When he was just 4 years old, he got a 
Dolphins jersey to wear for Halloween 
and	ended	up	wearing	it	every	day.	
That was all it took to launch a passion 
for a sport that has challenged the Hol-
lywood, Florida product as much as it 
has blessed him. 
The	senior	wide	receiver	knows	a	thing	
or two about challenges. On Saturdays, 
we cheer and celebrate the speed and 
big-play	ability	of	 the	flashy	playmak-
er, but the path that Brown has taken to 
get	 to	 this	 level	 is	 one	 that	 constantly	
reminds him of how truly blessed his 
life has been.
“Anything	 I’m	 doing	 now	 is	 better	
than I was doing before, so I better take 
advantage	 of	 it,”	 Brown	 said	with	 his	
trademark smile.
He started as a running back, and as 
time	progressed,	he	moved	to	receiver.	
But	 there	was	never	a	doubt	who	was	

the	fastest	player	on	the	field	any	time	
he	was	involved.	It	was	always	Brown.	
As his high school career at Chami-
nade-Madonna College Prep ended, the 
scholarship offers to play football at the 
next	 level	 were	 not	 rolling	 in.	 Grades	
were a major factor as was his weight, 
which	hovered	around	140	pounds.
“I	 didn’t	 have	 anyone	 to	 walk	 me	
through it all, truly understanding the 
NCAA clearing house and all of that,” 
Brown said of his options after high 
school. “Once I found out all of that, I 
took my ACT, but it was really late. I 
had walk-on opportunities but decided 
to	go	to	JUCO.”
Brown went from Hollywood, Florida 
to just outside of Hollywood, California 
to play at the College of the Canyons in 
Santa Clarita. He had to get a job and 
he	didn’t	have	a	car	to	get	him	to	and	
from practice or work, but the lack of 
transportation	never	stopped	him	from	
showing up.
He would walk from school to his job 

SOONER PREVIEWPRESENTED BY

Hollywood
OU Wide Receiver Follows Humble Path
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at Six Flags Magic Mountain, and he 
never	missed	 a	 practice.	At	 Six	 Flags,	
he started out at Bugs Bunny World, an 
entry-level	assignment	where	new	em-
ployees deal with children and families. 
“I	 loved	working	with	 little	 kids,	 get-
ting them on the rides, helping them 
strap up,” Brown said. “It was fun.”
Brown	would	eventually	earn	a	promo-
tion to work on the Full Throttle ride, 
but bigger and better things were on the 
horizon.	His	play	on	the	field	was	catch-
ing the eyes of college recruiters, inching 
him	closer	to	an	even	bigger	promotion.	
Brown	had	registered	50	catches	for	al-
most 800 yards and 10 touchdowns and 
had become a force in the kick and punt 
return game. It caught the attention of 
University	of	Oklahoma	receivers	coach	
Dennis Simmons.
“His	JUCO	coach	reached	out	and	said	
we	have	a	kid	who’s	special.	We	pulled	
up	the	video	and	it	was	very	evident	he	
was fast,” Simmons said. “He is such a 
soft-spoken quiet kid. It was like pull-
ing teeth to get anything out of him. 

But once I went out there and saw him 
practice, our relationship just grew 
from there.”
As has always been the case, it was his 
speed that caught a lot of attention. At 
10 years old, he picked up the nickname 
Jet	because	he	would	run	by	everyone.	
“We were doing some things, one on 
ones during spring ball,” Simmons 
said.	 “A	 defensive	 back	 had	 leverage,	
but when he came off the line it was a 
blur. I was wowed. He is fast.”
Head Coach Lincoln Riley knew he was 
fast, but the problem for Brown early 
on as a Sooner was that maybe he was 
playing a little too fast.
“When he got here, he was always fast. 
You	loved	that.	You	would	much	rather	
have	a	guy	playing	fast	all	the	time,”	Ri-
ley said. “But he was just out of control 
when he got here. He was falling down 
on routes. It was fast, but it was like, 
‘whoa,	you’ve	got	a	great	weapon,	but	
you’ve	got	to	learn	how	to	use	it.’”
The process to become a complete re-
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ceiver	has	driven	Brown	from	the	mo-
ment	he	stepped	on	the	field	at	OU.	He	
has always been the fastest player on 
the	field,	but	 in	 turn,	he	has	also	been	
the smallest. 
“His mentality is incredible,” Simmons 
said. “We heard it all when he got here, 
he’s	146	what	are	they	doing.	The	good	
part for us is we got to know the 146 
before he got here, so we knew what he 
was capable of.”
Benny	Wylie,	the	Sooner’s	new	director	
of Sports Performance, has built a strong 
relationship in a short amount of time 
with	the	Sooner	standout	receiver.	
“I	 have	had	 some	great	wide	 receivers	
that	 were	 told	 they’re	 too	 small,	 and	
they’re	all	wired	the	same	way.	You	can’t	
tell	 them	 they	 aren’t	 6-2,	 200,”	 Wylie	
said.	 “That	 gives	 them	 that	 spark,	 that	
intangible.	 He’s	 a	 little	 irritated	 every	
time	he	steps	on	the	field.	He	has	a	chip	
on his shoulder that allows him to play 
at	a	high	level,	even	bigger	than	he	is.”
For Brown, those who question his size 
are	motivation	for	him.
“I refuse to think about it,” Brown said. 
“I	watch	film.	I	watch	guys	my	size,	and	
I’m	 like,	 he	 can	 do	 it,	 then	 so	 can	 I.	 I	
watch	Antonio	Brown,	Tyreke	Hill,	Tav-
on Austin. I watched them growing up 
and, if they can do it, I can do it.”
Brown’s	transformation	into	a	complete	
receiver	has	caught	the	attention	of	 the	
NFL.	 On	 any	 given	 Saturday,	 scouts	
from	all	across	the	NFL	flock	to	Norman	
to	get	 a	first-hand	 look	at	 the	kid	 they	
call Hollywood. NFL.com listed Brown 
as the most intriguing prospect that 
would be draft eligible at the end of the 
2018	season.	But,	for	Brown,	it’s	all	about	
improving	every	day.
“It’s	all	about	consistency and taking it 
day by day, taking each day for what it 
is, a day to get better,” Brown said. 
The hard work and dedication to per-
fecting his craft has been a pursuit his 
teammates	have	noticed	as	well.
“He’s	 trying	 to	 prove	 himself,”	 start-
ing quarterback Kyler Murray said of 
his	 receiver.	 “He	wants	 to	 play	 at	 the	
next	level	like	everybody	else.	He	can’t	
be a one trick pony. For scouts to take 
the	chance	on	a	small	guy,	you	have	to	

do	those	things.	He’s	doing	them	well	
right now.”
Marquise “Hollywood” Brown has 
overcome	a	lot	to	get	to	this	point	in	his	
career.	His	speed	has	obviously	been	a	
factor	to	elevate	him	above	the	rest,	but	
he	is	more	than	just	a	fast	receiver.	He	is	
working	to	become	a	complete	receiver.	
“To	 be	 honest,	 I’ve	watched	 this	 team	
the	last	few	years	with	Lincoln,	Ruffin	
(McNeil), Dennis, Bill (Bedenbaugh), so 
this has been my team for the last cou-
ple	 of	 years,	 and	 I’ve	 been	 tuned	 in,”	
Wylie said. “I see this Hollywood guy 
and you hear all this stuff. Hollywood, 
flashy,	gold,	all	this	stuff,	I	was	expect-
ing something different than I got. What 
I	got	was	‘Yes,	sir’.	He’s	a	very	humble	
young man.”
Hollywood Brown has wowed the 
Sooner Nation for the last two seasons, 
but his work ethic and humble ways 
may	help	pave	a	path	where	the	best	is	
yet to come. – 19SM 
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The holidays are full of merriment and 
cheer, but that hustle and bustle can 
be a trigger for migraine sufferers, 

said Dr. Brett Dees, the founder and di-
rector of the Oklahoma Headache Center 
in the Norman Regional Health System. 
Many	 of	 the	 traditional	 festive	 celebra-
tions, designed for enjoyment, can play 
right into what causes those who suffer 
serious pain. 
“There	 are	 several	 triggers	 for	 mi-
graines,” explained Dees. “The most com-
mon is stress. Dehydration, including not 
enough water or too much of the wrong 
thing	 like	 alcohol,	 poor	 sleep	 and	 even	
certain foods can be triggers. Weather es-
pecially barometric pressure changes and 
wind can trigger migraine headaches.” 
It’s	like	a	perfect	storm.	
“The	 holidays	 are	 a	 sensory	 overload,”	
Dees	 confirmed.	 “The	 shopping,	 family	
and	 social	 obligations,	 traffic,	 the	 finan-
cial burden, the stress can be absolutely 
overwhelming	so	it	is	important	to	estab-
lish good habits before the holidays hit, to 
find	out	what	your	balance	is.”	
As with all matters of good health, pre-
vention	 is	 usually	 best	 and	 this	 is	 true	
for migraine symptoms as well. Dees 
outlined key areas to focus on during the 
holidays: stress management, good sleep 
habits and regular exercise. It is also im-
portant	to	not	over-indulge	and	to	avoid	
your triggers, Dees cautioned. 
But to understand your triggers, you 
must	first	understand	what	exactly	a	mi-
graine is and Dees says there are quite a 
few common misconceptions.
“Migraines are one of the most misunder-
stood	 ailments.	 Many	 people	 have	 one	
picture but there are different types and 
intensities,”	Dees	said.	“They	don’t	have	

to be the classic symptoms and can range 
in	severity.”	
“Most headaches people experience are 
migraines,” Dees continued. “Tension 
headaches, stress headaches, sinus head-
aches are most likely migraines. There 
are headaches other than migraines, but 
those are rare.”
Dees	defines	migraines	as	a	genetic	con-
dition predisposing a person to recurrent, 
temporary spells triggered by something 
in	the	environment.	
“A	migraine	doesn’t	even	have	to	be	head	
pain to still be a migraine. It is a really 
complex condition.” 
Migraines, while quite painful and debili-
tating,	typically	aren’t	dangerous.	
“They	 are	 very	 annoying	 and	 they	 can	
profoundly interfere with your life,” Dees 
said. “It is important to seek treatment be-
fore you reach chronic headaches.” 
Symptoms	can	include	changes	in	vision	
or	hearing,	dizziness,	sinus	pain,	vertigo,	
severe	fatigue	and	scalp	sensitivities.	
“A migraine is a problem with the brain 
and	 the	brain	 controls	 everything	 in	 the	
body. The combination of symptoms can 
be	vast,”	Dees	said.	
Dees	classifies	 the	chronic	 level	of	head-
aches	at	15	or	more	headaches	a	month.	
“The brain changes somewhere around 
15	 or	 more	 headaches	 a	 month,”	 Dees	
explains.	 “It	 is	 like	a	well-traveled	path.	
You	get	 a	 rut	 and	 it’s	hard	 to	get	out	of	
it. That is when it can be hard to treat. It 
is so important to catch this before it gets 
out of hand.”
To learn more about migraine treatment 
options,	 visit	 okheadachecenter.com	 or	
call	307-5700.	– 19SM 

Holigraines
BY: LINDSAY CUOMO C O M M U N I T Y

Dr. Brett  Dees (left) and Dr. Christi Pendergraft 
of the Oklahoma Headache Center
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Festive Favorites

BY: LINDSAY CUOMO

City	officials	and	community	organi-
zations	in	Norman	and	Moore	have	
plenty	 of	 special	 events	planned	 to	

spread holiday cheer all season long. 
WINTERFEST AT LEGACY PARK 

Beginning	at	5:30	p.m.	on	Dec.	7	at	Leg-
acy Park, Winterfest attendees will be 
treated to a full lineup of musical per-
formances from Sooner Theatre, local 
churches, schools and more. There will 
be a gift-wrapping contest as well as arts 
and	crafts.	Kids	can	enjoy	several	festive	
activities,	including	a	special	appearance	
from Santa. For a full lineup of perform-
ers and more details about Winterfest, 
check the Norman Parks and Recreation 
Facebook page. 
“A CHRISTMAS CAROL” AT UNIVERSITY THEATRE
Opening	Nov.	30	and	continuing	Dec.	8,	
University	Theatre	will	share	a	stage	pro-
duction	 of	 the	 beloved	 classic	 based	 on	
the	novel	by	Charles	Dickens.	Suitable	for	
all ages, performances will take audienc-
es	on	a	journey	of	redemption,	filled	with	
music, dance and Yuletide spirit. Tickets 
go	on	sale	Nov.	12	at	the	Elsie	C.	Brackett	
Theatre and online at theatre.ou.edu. 

SOONER THEATRE PRESENTS 
“A CHRISTMAS STORY” 

Back by popular demand, Sooner The-
atre opens its production of the hit mu-
sical	Dec.	7,	running	for	two	consecutive	
weekends	in	December.	Travel	back	to	the	
1940s	with	Ralphie	Parker	as	he	endeav-
ors	to	get	his	coveted	Official	Red	Ryder	
Carbine-Action	 200-Shot	 Range	 Model	
Air	Rifle.	Fans	of	 the	popular	Christmas	
movie	 will	 enjoy	 all	 the	 iconic	 scenes,	
including Flick getting his tongue stuck 
to	 the	flagpole,	 the	 leg	 lamp	award	 and	
more.	 Tickets	 range	 from	 $28	 -	 $33	 for	
adults	 and	 $15	 for	 children	 12	 and	 un-
der.	 For	 more	 information,	 visit	 www.
soonertheatre.org	or	call	321-9600.	

DISCOVER UNIQUE FINDS AT THE CLEVELAND 
COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS CRAFT SHOW

For	more	than	20	years,	a	holiday	crafters	
market	 has	 been	 held	 at	 the	 Cleveland	
County fairgrounds. Shoppers can browse 
a	wide	 variety	 of	 hand-crafted	 and	mar-
ket items, including housewares, clothing, 
wine, décor and more. Get a head start on 
those holiday lists at one of the three shop-
ping	days	this	season:	Nov.	23,	Nov.	24	and	
Dec.	8	from	9	a.m.	to	4	p.m.		

MOORE PARADE OF LIGHTS 
Old Town Moore ushers in the holidays 
with a Parade of Lights on Dec. 1. Holiday 
characters	aboard	lighted	floats	stroll	down	
Broadway and Main doling out lots of cheer. 
Before the parade begins, attendees can en-
joy music and holiday goodies at many of 
the	district’s	businesses.	There	will	also	be	
horse and buggy rides. Afterward, Santa 
will	stop	in	for	a	visit.	Activities	begin	at	6	
p.m. and continue until 8 p.m. 

PARTY FROM DAWN TO DUSK ON DEC. 8
Moore’s	 Central	 Park	 will	 be	 bustling	
with Christmas cheer on Dec. 8. Families 
can start their day with a Breakfast with 
Santa	 event	 at	 The	 Station	 Recreation	
Center. For $10 per person, attendees can 
enjoy breakfast, holiday crafts, a Candy 
Cane hunt and story time with Santa. 
Then,	the	community	can	finish	off	their	
festive	 day	with	 a	 bang!	 Beginning	 at	 7	
p.m. at the Central Park Amphitheater, 
the Christmas Spectacular will feature 
refreshments,	inflatables,	a	Polar	Express	
barrel train, pictures with Santa and musi-
cal performances by community groups. 
To conclude the celebrations, the sky will 
sparkle	with	a	musical	firework	display,	
sponsored	by	local	businesses.	Ending	at	
8:30	p.m.,	the	event	is	free.	
For more details or to purchase tickets 
to	 the	 breakfast,	 visit	www.cityofmoore.
com/fun	or	call	793-5090.		– 19SM  

Norman, Moore Mark Calendars for Busy Holiday Season
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